January 20, 2014

To All whom this may concern,                                                              

As healthcare professionals in Schuyler County, we, the undersigned, accept that as the caretakers and gatekeepers for the health of our residents, we have an urgent imperative to protest Inergy’s and Arlington’s projects to store liquefied petroleum gas and natural gas in the salt caverns under Seneca Lake and at the NYSEG site. The risk to the future of our air and water are a public health issue; the basic needs for health, clean air and water, are at stake. The data on the integrity of the salt caverns supports that there is too much risk for storage of large amounts of gas.  Seneca Lake is a watershed that serves over 100,000 people. The watershed is our jewel and must be protected. Besides the watershed on which we depend, the air quality is at risk of severe compromise based on the truck traffic as this area becomes a saturated industrial storage hub requiring truck traffic the likes of which no resident can imagine. The issue of a collapsing salt cavern and its fallout may be difficult to wrap our minds around; the impacts of truck traffic and pollution have been well studied. We can expect asthma rates to go up, and for quality of life to go down for anyone with lung disease. There are many issues which have not been studied that may impact resident’s health including noise pollution, light pollution, and the psychological stress of becoming an industrialized area. 

The draft SEIS has no analysis of air impacts whatsoever, whether from equipment (known as stationary sources) that will be used on-site or vehicles (known as mobile sources) that are necessary for both construction and ongoing operations. Having failed to analyze air impacts from the LPG project, it is no surprise that the draft SEIS also failed to analyze air impacts cumulatively with existing emitters and proposed projects, including the Arlington gas storage facility.

The environmental impact report did not analyze these emissions, not only at the site but also along the transportation routes that will be used for the project. There will be particulate emissions during construction and volatile organic compounds (VOCs) will be a big issue during operations. When exposed to sunlight, VOCs create ozone, which causes serious health issues when levels are too high. Trucks and railways are also substantial emitters of ozone-producing air pollution and particulates. The closest ozone monitor appears to be in Elmira, almost 25 miles away, so there is a risk that high local levels will not be reported.

The QRA that was completed is grossly inadequate and downplays the history of catastrophic failures at salt cavern storage facilities, including the most recent sinkhole in the Louisiana brine field. The QRA does not mention the fact that there was a minor earthquake which rendered one of the caverns slated for storage unsuitable when its roof collapsed just ten years ago. The QRA does not consider that another cavern is directly below a rock formation weakened by faults and characterized by “rock movement” and “intermittent collapse.” Neither the QRA, the DEC, nor Inergy, outlines evacuation orders, considers accidents involving human error, or considers off-site accidents as the gas is being transported. In the event of gas migration, such as the one in Hutchinson Kansas, the probability of a fatality as far away as the village of Watkins Glen in the event of migration has not been considered. 

Furthermore, the QRA does not mention, and therefore does not consider, the fact that the proposed salt storage caverns are right next to a 37-mile-long and 630-foot-deep freshwater lake. Inergy has been out of EPA compliance with the Clean Water Act every single quarter for the past 12 quarters, and this project has not yet begun. As medical professionals we demand (1) a full air quality analysis, of construction and operations impacts, and cumulative impacts, from stationary and mobile sources, and (2) inclusion of the analysis in a REVISED draft SEIS that is released to the public for review, comment, and public hearing.
We urge the Schuyler County Legislature and the Town of Reading to do everything in their power to halt these projects.  We urge the DEC and FERC to halt these projects.
Respectfully submitted,

Healthcare Professionals of Schuyler County

SIGNED,

